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1. Common names (female & male)

Female Male

Ada
Alice
Alison
Amanda 
Angela 
Annie
Audrey
Barbara 
Becky
Brenda
Bridget
Candy 
Carol
Caroline 
Catherine
Cecilia 
Charlene
Christina 
Claire
Cynthia
Daisy 
Daphne
Debby
Deborah 
Diana
Dora
Doris
Dorothy
Edith 
Elaine
Elizabeth
Ellen
Emily
Emma
Eve
Evelyn
Fiona
Florence
Frances
Freda
Gillian
Gloria
Grace 
Heather
Helen 
Hilary 
Irene
Iris

Ivy
Janet
Janice
Jennifer
Jessica
Joanna
Josephine
Judith
Julia
Juliet
June
Karen
Kirsten
Kitty
Laura
Lesley
Lily 
Linda
Lois
Louise
Lydia
Mandy 
Margaret
Marie
Maureen
Melinda
Michelle
Monica
Nancy
Naomi
Natalie
Natasha
Nicola
Nora
Olivia
Pamela
Pat
Patricia
Pauline
Peggy
Penelope
Phoebe
Phyllis
Rachel 
Rebecca
Rhoda
Robin
Rosalie

Sally
Samantha
Sandra
Sandy
Sarah
Shirley
Sophie
Stephanie
Susan
Teresa
Tina
Tracy
Valerie
Vanessa
Veronica
Victoria 
Viola
Virginia
Vivien
Wendy
Winnie
Yvonne
Zoe

Alan
Alex
Alexander
Alfred
Andrew
Anthony
Barry
Benjamin
Billy
Brian
Bruce
Charles
Chris
Christopher
Clement 
Colin
Curt
Daniel
David
Dennis
Dominic
Donald
Douglas
Edmund
Edward
Edwin
Eric
Francis 
Fred
Frederick 
Gabriel
Gary
George
Gerald
Gilbert
Gordon 
Harold
Henry
Howard
Hugh
Ian
Isaac
Ivan
Jack
Jacob
James
Jason
Jeffrey

Jerry
Joe
John 
Joseph 
Justin 
Kenneth
Kevin
Leo
Leon
Louis
Mark
Martin
Matthew
Michael
Nathan
Nicholas
Norman
Oscar
Owen 
Patrick 
Paul
Peter
Philip 
Raymond
Richard
Robert
Robin
Roger
Ronald
Rufus 
Ryan
Samuel
Scott
Sean
Simon
Stanley
Stephen
Terence
Thomas
Timothy
Tommy
Tony
Victor
Vincent
Walter
Warren
Wayne
William 
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2. Places in Hong Kong (1 of 3)

Areas & districts

Hong Kong Island

Aberdeen
Admiralty
Causeway Bay
Central
Chai Wan
Happy Valley
Kennedy Town
Mid Levels
North Point
Quarry Bay
Repulse Bay

Sai Wan Ho
Sai Ying Pun
Shau Kei Wan
Shek O
Sheung Wan
Siu Sai Wan
Stanley
Taikoo Shing
The Peak
Wan Chai
Wong Chuk Hang

Kowloon

Cheung Sha Wan
Hung Hom
Jordan
Kowloon Bay
Kowloon City
Kowloon Tong
Kwun Tong
Lai Chi Kok
Mei Foo

Mong Kok
Ngau Tau Kok
San Po Kong
Sham Shui Po
To Kwa Wan
Tsim Sha Tsui
Wong Tai Sin
Yau Ma Tei
Yau Tong

New Territories

Clear Water Bay
Fanling
Kwai Chung
Lo Wu
Ma On Shan
Mai Po
Sai Kung
Sha Tin
Sheung Shui

Tai Po
Tai Wai
Tin Shui Wai
Tseung Kwan O
Tsing Yi
Tsuen Wan
Tuen Mun
Yuen Long

Outlying Islands

Chek Lap Kok
Cheung Chau
Discovery Bay
Lamma Island
Lantau Island

Peng Chau
Po Toi
Tai O
Tung Chung

ARISTO



A3AIO (Vol.1) • Appendix

Appendix

2. Places in Hong Kong (cont’d – 2 of 3)

Roads & streets

Buildings

Aberdeen Main Road
Apliu Street
Argyle Street
Arsenal Street
Austin Road
Beacon Hill Road
Blue Pool Road
Boundary Street
Broadcast Drive
Cameron Road
Canton Road
Castle Peak Road
Connaught Road Central
Cross Harbour Tunnel
Des Voeux Road Central
Fa Yuen Street
Gloucester Road
Granville Road
Harbour Parade
Hennessy Road
Island Eastern Corridor

Jordan Road
King’s Road
Knutsford Terrace
Lower Albert Road
Mosque Junction
Nathan Road
Old Peak Road
Paterson Street
Pok Fu Lam Road
Prince Edward Road 
Queen’s Road Central
Stanley Main Street
Tat Chee Avenue
Temple Street
Texaco Road
Tuen Mun Road
Tung Choi Street
Upper Albert Road
Victoria Road
Wan Chai Road
West Kowloon Corridor

Admiralty Centre
Bank of China Tower
Cenotaph & Statue Square

Central Government Offices
Central Plaza
Cityplaza
Elements
Exchange Square
Festival Walk
General Post Office
Government House
Harbour City
Hong Kong Central Library
International Commerce 

Centre (ICC)
International Finance 

Centre (IFC)

Jardine House
Langham Place
Legislative Council Complex
New Town Plaza
Ocean Centre
Ocean Terminal
Prince’s Building
Queensway Plaza
Shun Tak Centre
Star House
Sunbeam Theatre
Taikoo Place
The Landmark
The Peninsula Hotel
Times Square
Tuen Mun Town Plaza
United Centre
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2. Places in Hong Kong (cont’d – 3 of 3)

Government organizations

Agriculture, Fisheries and 
Conservation Department

Census and Statistics Department  
Communications Authority
Consumer Council
Court of Appeal 
Court of Final Appeal
Education Bureau
Environmental Protection 

Department 
Equal Opportunities Commission  
Food and Environmental Hygiene 

Department 

Hong Kong Examinations and 
Assessment Authority

Hong Kong Observatory 
Hong Kong Police Force 
Hong Kong Tourism Board 
Immigration Department 
Labour Department
Legislative Council 
Leisure and Cultural Services 

Department
The Airport Authority Hong Kong
The District Court
Transport and Housing Bureau

Universities & tertiary institutions

City University of Hong Kong
Hong Kong Academy for 

Performing Arts
Hong Kong Baptist University
Hong Kong Institute of Vocational 

Education
Hong Kong Shue Yan University
Lingnan University

The Chinese University of Hong Kong
The Education University of Hong 

Kong 
The Hong Kong Polytechnic 

University
The Hong Kong University of Science 

and Technology
The Open University of Hong Kong 
The University of Hong Kong  

Museums & exhibition and performance venues

Museums

Hong Kong Heritage Museum 
Hong Kong Museum of Art
Hong Kong Museum of Coastal 

Defence 

Hong Kong Museum of History
Hong Kong Science Museum
Hong Kong Space Museum

Exhibition and performance venues

AsiaWorld-Expo
Hong Kong Arts Centre
Hong Kong City Hall
Hong Kong Coliseum
Hong Kong Convention & 

Exhibition Centre

Hong Kong Cultural Centre
Hong Kong Stadium 
Kowloonbay International 

Trade & Exhibition Centre
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3. Tourist attractions in Hong Kong

Hong Kong Island

Golden Bauhinia Square
Happy Valley Racecourse
Jumbo Kingdom
Madame Tussauds Wax 

Museum
Man Mo Temple

Ocean Park 
Stanley Market and 
     Murray House 
The Peak 
The Peak Tower
Western Market 

Kowloon

A Symphony of Lights
Avenue of Stars
Clock Tower

Kowloon Walled City Park 
Lei Yue Mun Seafood Bazaar 

Wong Tai Sin Temple

New Territories

Hong Kong Wetland Park 
Lam Tsuen Wishing Tree and 

Tin Hau Temple
Mai Po Marshes Nature 

Reserve 

Sai Kung Town
Sha Tin Racecourse 
Tsing Ma Bridge 

Outlying Islands

Giant Buddha
Hong Kong Disneyland
Ngong Ping 360 

Po Lin Monastery
SkyCity
Tai O Fishing VillageARISTO



A6AIO (Vol.1) • Appendix

Appendix

Fortress Hill
North Point
Quarry Bay
Tai Koo
Sai Wan Ho
Shau Kei Wan
Heng Fa Chuen
Chai Wan

South Island Line 

Admiralty
Ocean Park
Wong Chuk Hang
Lei Tung
South Horizons

Tung Chung Line

Tung Chung
Sunny Bay
Tsing Yi
Lai King
Nam Cheong
Olympic
Kowloon
Hong Kong

Tseung Kwan O 
Line

Po Lam
Hang Hau
Tseung Kwan O
LOHAS Park
Tiu Keng Leng
Yau Tong
Quarry Bay
North Point

Disneyland Resort 
Line

Sunny Bay
Disneyland Resort

Kwun Tong Line

Tiu Keng Leng
Yau Tong
Lam Tin
Kwun Tong
Ngau Tau Kok
Kowloon Bay
Choi Hung
Diamond Hill
Wong Tai Sin
Lok Fu
Kowloon Tong
Shek Kip Mei
Prince Edward
Mong Kok
Yau Ma Tei
Ho Man Tin
Whampoa

Tsuen Wan Line

Tsuen Wan
Tai Wo Hau
Kwai Hing
Kwai Fong
Lai King
Mei Foo
Lai Chi Kok
Cheung Sha Wan
Sham Shui Po
Prince Edward
Mong Kok
Yau Ma Tei
Jordan
Tsim Sha Tsui
Admiralty
Central

Island Line

Kennedy Town
HKU
Sai Ying Pun
Sheung Wan
Central
Admiralty
Wan Chai
Causeway Bay
Tin Hau

Airport Express

Hong Kong
Kowloon
Tsing Yi
Airport
AsiaWorld-Expo

East Rail

Hung Hom
Mong Kok East
Kowloon Tong
Tai Wai
Sha Tin
Fo Tan
Racecourse
University
Tai Po Market
Tai Wo
Fanling
Sheung Shui
Lo Wu
Lok Ma Chau

Ma On Shan Rail

Tai Wai
Che Kung Temple
Sha Tin Wai
City One
Shek Mun
Tai Shui Hang
Heng On
Ma On Shan
Wu Kai Sha

West Rail

Hung Hom
East Tsim Sha Tsui
Austin
Nam Cheong
Mei Foo
Tsuen Wan West
Kam Sheung Road
Yuen Long
Long Ping
Tin Shui Wai
Siu Hong
Tuen Mun

4. MTR stations
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5. Continents & oceans

6. Countries & cities (1 of 2)

Continents Oceans

Africa
Antarctica
Asia
Europe
North America
Oceania
South America

Arctic Ocean
Atlantic Ocean
Indian Ocean
Pacific Ocean

Countries

Argentina
Australia
Austria
Bangladesh
Belgium
Brazil
Burma/Myanmar
Cambodia
Canada
Chile
China
Colombia
Czech
Denmark
Egypt
Ethiopia
Finland
France
Germany
Greece
Hungary
Iceland
India
Indonesia
Iran 
Iraq
Ireland
Israel
Italy

Japan
Kenya
Kuwait
Lebanon
Luxembourg
Malaysia
Mexico
Nepal
(the) Netherlands
New Zealand
Norway
Pakistan
Peru
(the) Philippines
Poland
Portugal
Romania
Russia
Saudi Arabia
Singapore
Spain
Sweden
Switzerland
Thailand
Turkey
(the) United Kingdom
(the) United States of America
Vatican
Vietnam
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6. Countries & cities (cont’d – 2 of 2)

Cities

Major cities in China

Beijing
Chongqing
Guangzhou 
Haikou 
Hangzhou 
Kunming 
Lhasa
Nanjing

Qingdao
Sanya
Shanghai
Shenzhen
Tianjin
Wuhan
Xiamen
Xi’an

Amsterdam
Athens
Auckland
Baghdad
Bangkok
Barcelona
Berlin
Budapest
Buenos Aires
Cairo
Copenhagen
Dublin
Edinburgh
Frankfurt
Hanoi
Istanbul
Jakarta
Jerusalem
Johannesburg
Kuala Lumpur
Lisbon
London
Los Angeles
Madrid
Manila

Melbourne
Moscow
Munich
New Delhi
New York
Oslo
Ottawa
Paris
Phnom Penh
Prague
Rome
San Francisco
Seoul
Sydney
Tokyo
Toronto
Vancouver
Venice
Vienna
Warsaw
Washington DC
Wellington
Yangon
Zurich
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7. Family members

8. Patterns & materials

aunt (n) 

brother (n)
brother-in-law (n)
children (n)
cousin (n)
daughter (n)
daughter-in-law (n)
father (n)
father-in-law (n)
grandchildren (n)
granddaughter (n)
grandfather (n)
grandmother (n)
grandparents (n)
grandson (n)
husband (n)

mother (n)
mother-in-law (n)
nephew (n)
niece (n)
parents (n)
sister (n)
sister-in-law (n)
son (n)
son-in-law (n)
stepbrother (n)
stepfather (n)
stepmother (n)
step-parents (n)
stepsister (n)
uncle (n) 

wife (n)

Patterns

Materials

checked (adj)
dotted (adj)
floral (adj)
patterned (adj)

plain (adj)
spotted (adj)
striped (adj)
tartan (n)

cashmere (n)
cotton (n)
denim (n)
flannel (n)
khaki (n)
leather (n)
linen (n)
lycra (n)

natural fabric (n)
polyester/nylon (n)
rayon (n)
silk (n)
suede (n)
synthetic material (n)
velvet (n)
wool (n)
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9. Colours & shapes

10. Time

Colours

Shapes

apricot (adj)
azure (adj)
bottle green (adj)  
bronze (adj)
black (adj)
blonde (adj)
blue (adj)
brown (adj)
cream (adj)
emerald (adj)
gold (adj)
green (adj)
grey (adj)
hot pink (adj)

orange (adj)
pink (adj)
purple (adj)
red (adj)
rose (adj)
lilac (adj)
lime (adj)
milky (adj)
scarlet (adj)
silver (adj)
turquoise (adj)
white (adj)
yellow (adj)

bow-shaped (adj)
circle (n)
crescent (n)
diamond-shaped (adj)
hexagram (n)
L-shaped (adj)
oblong/oval (adj)

rectangle (n)
round (adj) 
square (n)
star (n)
trapezium (n)
triangle (n)
T-shaped (adj)

07.00
08.05
09.15
10.30
11.40
12.45
14.14
20.58
00.10

seven o’clock/(o) seven hundred (hours)
five past eight/(o) eight o five
(a) quarter past nine/(o) nine fifteen
half past ten/ten thirty
twenty to twelve/eleven forty
(a) quarter to one/twelve forty-five
fourteen minutes past two/two fourteen
two minutes to nine/twenty fifty-eight
ten minutes past twelve/ten minutes past midnight
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11. Cardinal & ordinal numbers

Cardinal Ordinal/Fraction

one first (1st)

two   second(s) (2nd) 
( when used to mean number
two in a series)
e.g.  the second house on the 

right

half/halves 
(when used to mean
something that is divided 

into two equal pieces)
e.g.  1/2 = (a/one) half  

cut the apple in half

three third(s) (3rd)

1/3 = a/one third
2/3 = two thirds

four fourth (4th)
(when used to mean number 
four in a series)
e.g.  the fourth of July  

(the 4th of July)

quarter(s)
(when used to mean 
something that is divided  
into four equal parts)
e.g.  1/4 = a/one quarter
  3/4 = three quarters

five fifth(s) (5th)

1/5 = a/one fifth

six sixth(s) (6th)

5/6 = five sixths

Cardinal Ordinal/Fraction

seven seventh(s) (7th)

eight eighth(s) (8th)

nine ninth(s) (9th)

ten tenth(s) (10th)

eleven eleventh(s) (11th)

twelve twelfth(s) (12th)

thirteen thirteenth(s) (13th)

fourteen fourteenth(s) (14th)

twenty twentieth(s) (20th)

twenty-one twenty-first(s) (21st)

twenty-two, etc. twenty-second(s) (22nd)

thirty thirtieth(s)✝  (30th)

forty, etc. fortieth(s)✝ (40th)

hundred hundredth(s) (100th)

thousand thousandth(s) (1 000th)

million millionth(s) (1 000 000th)

✝ When a cardinal number ends with ‘-y’, the ‘y’ in the ordinal version changes into ‘ie’, 
e.g. thirty  thirtieth  ninety  ninetieth

 When a cardinal and an ordinal number are used together as adjectives, place the ordinal number first, 
e.g. the first two lessons are the most interesting

ARISTO



A12AIO (Vol.1) • Appendix

Appendix

12. Clothing items

13. IT

cardigan (n)
cashmere sweater (n)
casual wear (n) 
denim skirt (n)
down jacket (n)
ear muffs (n)
evening gown (n) 
felt coat (n)
flip-flops/sandals (n)
gloves (n) 
heavy coat (n)
jumper/sweater (n)
knitwear (n)
leather jacket (n)
light coat (n)
light jacket (n)
long-sleeved shirt (n)
mittens (n)
overcoat (n)

rain boots (n)
raincoat (n)
scarf (n)
shorts (n)
short-sleeved shirt (n)
stockings (n)
straw hat (n)
sundress (n)
sunglasses (n)
T-shirt (n)
trainers/sports shoes/

gym shoes (n)  
trousers (n)
turtleneck sweater (n) 
vest (n)
walking shoes/boots (n)
water-resistant jacket (n)
windbreaker/jacket (n) 
woven garment (n)

antivirus software (n)
battery pack (n)
broadband cable (n)
CD/DVD-burner (n)
CD/DVD-ROM (n)
CD/DVD-ROM drive (n)
charger (n)
computer animation (n) 
computer illustration (n)
desktop computer (n)
external hard drive (n)
fan (n)
firewall (n)
graphic card (n)
graphic tablet (n)
home entertainment 

system (n)
integrated circuit (n)
internal hard drive (n)
keyboard (n) 
laptop/notebook/portable 

computer (n)
maintenance (n)

memory card (n)
microphone (n)
(broadband) modem (n)
monitor (n)
motherboard (n)
mouse (n)
printer (inkjet/laser/

laserjet) (n)
router (n)

scanner (n)
server (n)
sound card (n)
speaker (n)
synthesizer (n)
telephone line (n)
USB-port (n)
webcam (n)
wire (n)
wireless adapter (n)
wireless controller (n)
wireless transmitter (n)

ARISTO



A13AIO (Vol.1) • Appendix

Appendix

14. Jobs & occupations

accountant (n)
actor/actress (n)
administrative/executive  

officer (n)
adviser (n)
architect (n) 
auditor (n) 
banker (n)
beautician (n) 
body double (n)  
broadcaster (n)
cabin crew/flight  

attendant (n)
carpenter (n) 
choreographer (n)
civil servant (n)
clerk/office worker (n)
columnist (n)
(orchestra/symphony)  

conductor (n)
construction worker (n)
council member (n) 
designer (n)
dietician (n)
(company) director (n)
(movie) director (n)
district council member (n)
doctor/physician (n)
editor (n) 
electrician (n)
engineer (n) 
executive (n)
financial planner (n)
firefighter/fireman/firewoman (n) 
geomancer/feng shui master (n)
hairdresser/hair stylist (n)
housewife/homemaker (n)
inspector (n)

magician (n)
make-up artist (n)
manager (n)
mechanic (n)
merchandiser (n) 
meteorologist (n)
musician (n)
news anchor/news  

presenter/newscaster/
newsreader(n)

optometrist (n)
paramedic (n)
pharmacist (n) 
photographer (n) 
pilot (n)
plumber (n)
police officer (n)
politician (n)
postal officer/postman/

postwoman (n) 
(movie) producer (n)
professional athlete (n)
professor (n)
programmer (n)
psychiatrist (n) 

psychologist (n)
public relations officer (n)
receptionist (n)
reporter (n) 
representative (n)
researcher (n)
retiree (n)
salesperson/sales assistant (n)
secretary (n)
social worker (n)
stuntman/stuntwoman (n) 
supervisor (n)

interpreter (n)
IT professional (n)
journalist (n)
lawmaker (n)
lawyer/barrister/solicitor (n) 

lecturer (n)
librarian (n)

surveyor (n)
tailor/dressmaker (n)
technician (n)
teller (n)
translator (n)
veterinarian (vet) (n)
voice artist (n)
waiter/waitress (n) 
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15. Food & drinks

Food

Drinks

Chinese cuisines

claypot rice (n)
congee (n)
deep fried dough (n)
dim sum (n) 
egg puffs (n) 
egg roll (n) 
egg tart (n)
(spicy) fish ball (n)
fried noodles (n)
fried rice (n)
glutinous rice roll (n)

hot pot/steamboat (n)
Peking duck (n)
pineapple bun (n)
spring roll (n)
steamed rice (n)
stinky tofu (n) 
taro cake (n)
tea egg (n)
tofu pudding (n) 
turnip cake (n)
wonton noodles (n)

Japanese cuisines

fugu (n)
Japanese Soba (n)
Kobe beef (n)
ramen (n)

sashimi (n)
shabu shabu (n)
sushi (n)
tempura (n)

Western cuisines

bagel (n) 

cheeseburger (n)
croissant (n)
doughnut (n)
escargot (n)
foie gras (n)
gelato (plural: gelati) (n)
hamburger (n) 

hot dog (n)
lasagna (n)
macaroni (n)
pasta (n)
pizza (n)
risotto (n)
roast turkey (n)
spaghetti (n)
tiramisu (n)

beer (n)
brew (beverage) (n)
cocktail (n)
coffee (n)
diet & detox drink (n)
energy drink (n) 
espresso (n) 
fruit drink (n) 
fruit punch (n)
herbal tea (n)
juice (n)
lemon tea (n)

lemonade (n)
liquor (n) 
milk (n)
milkshake (n) 
pearl milk tea (n) 
powdered drink (n) 

sake (n)
soda (n)
sports drink (n)
tea (n)
wine (n)
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16. Fruit & vegetables

Fruit

Vegetables

apple (n)
apricot (n)
banana (n)
blueberry (n)
cherry (n)
coconut (n)
dragon fruit (n)
durian (n)
fig (n)
grapefruit (n)
grapes (n)
Hami melon (n)
honeydew melon (n)
jackfruit (n)
kiwi fruit (n)
lemon (n)
lime (n)
longan (n)

lychee (n)
mandarin orange (n)
mango (n)
mangosteen (n)
nectarine (n)
orange (n)
papaya (n)
peach (n)
pear (n)
pineapple (n)
plum (n)
pomegranate (n)
pomelo (n)
star fruit (n)
strawberry (n)
sweetsop (n)
tangerine (n)
watermelon (n)

bamboo shoots (n)
bean sprouts (n)
beans (n)
bitter gourd (n)
broccoli (n)
cabbage (n)
carrot (n)
cauliflower (n)
celery (n)
celery cabbage/Beijing 

cabbage (n)
Chinese kale/Chinese 

broccoli (n)
Chinese mustard/leaf 

mustard (n)
Chinese white cabbage (n)
cucumber (n)
eggplant/aubergine (n)
flowering Chinese cabbage/

choi sum (n)

garlic (n)
ginger (n)
green onion (n)
hairy gourd (n)
lettuce (n)
lotus root (n)
lotus seed (n)
mushroom (n)
onion (n)
potato (n)
pumpkin (n)
silk gourd/loofah gourd (n)
spinach (n)
sweetcorn (n)
sweet potato (n)
taro root (n)
tomato (n)
water spinach (n)
white radish (n)
winter melon (n)
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17. Natural disasters

18. Common/Well-known medical conditions

blizzard/snowstorm (n)
drought (n)
earthquake (n)
famine (n)
flood (n)
hurricane/tropical cyclone/

typhoon (n)
landslide (n)
sandstorm (n)

tornado (n)
tsunami (n)
volcanic eruption (n)

(n) 
 (n)

 (n) 
(n) 

 (n)
wildfire/forest fire (n) 

abdominal pain (n) 
AIDS (Acquired Immune 

Deficiency Syndrome) (n) 
allergy (n) 
Alzheimer’s disease (n)
amnesia (n) 
anaemia (n) 
anorexia (n)
asthma (n) 
avian influenza (n)
bruise (n) 
bulimia (n) 
cancer (n) 
cataract (n) 
chicken pox (n)
cholera (n)
(common) cold (n)
cough (n)
cramp (n)
depression (n)
diabetes (n)
diarrhoea (n)
eating disorder  (n)

(high) fever (n) 
flu/influenza (n)
glaucoma (n) 
hand-foot-mouth disease (n)
headache (n) 
heart disease (n) 
high blood pressure/

hypertension (n)
insomnia (n) 
mad cow disease (n)
measles (n)
migraine (n) 
obesity (n) 
Parkinson’s Disease (n)
runny nose (n)
SARS (Severe Acute 

Respiratory Syndrome) (n)
sleep walking (n)
sore throat (n)
stomach ache (n)
stroke (n)
toothache (n)
tooth decay/cavity (n)
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19. Vocabulary for the 8 Electives

human resources (n)
information technology (IT) (n)
insurance (n)
journalism (n)
legal service (n)
logistics (n)
manufacturing (n)
media and communication (n)

medical service (n)
public relations (n)
real estate (n)
retail service (n)
sales and marketing (n)
social welfare (n)
trading (n)
wholesale (n)

contract job (n)
freelance job (n)
full-time job (n)
internship (n)
part-time job (n)

permanent job (n)
self-employed (adj)
sideline (n)
summer job (n)
temporary job (n)

allowance (n)
annual leave (n)
basic salary (n)
bonus (n)
commission (n)
day rate (n)
double pay (n)
educational allowance (n)
fringe benefits (n)
hourly rate (n)

income (n)
medical allowance/benefits (n)
minimum wage (n)
overtime pay (n)
pay rise/increase (n)
pay/wage freeze (n)
piece rate (n) 

sick leave entitlement (n)
travel allowance (n)

Job sectors

Job types

Payments/offer & packages

Learning English through Workplace Communication 

Jobs

Non-language arts
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Getting a job

application letter (n)
aptitude test (n)
candidate (n)
computer literate (adj)
computer skills test (n)
CV (curriculum vitae)/resume (n)
fitness test (n)
group discussion (n)
headhunter (n)
interview (n)
interviewee (n)
interviewer (n)

interviewing panel (n)
job advertisement (n)
job search/hunting (n)
letter of recommendation/

reference letter (n)
oral test (n)
referee (n)
screening (n)
self-introduction (n)
shortlist (n)
transcript (n)
written test (n)

competent (adj)
confident (adj)
creative (adj)
dependable (adj)
detail-minded (adj)
devoted (adj)
efficient (adj)
energetic (adj)
enthusiastic (adj)
hard-working/diligent (adj)

independent (adj)
loyal (adj)
mature (adj)
patient (adj)
punctual (adj)
responsible (adj)
scrupulous (adj)
self-disciplined (adj)
self-motivated (adj)
talkative (adj)

a good team player
able to meet deadlines
able to work in a fast-paced environment
able to work under pressure
willing to accept challenges
I’ve completed my … (secondary school study/Bachelor’s degree …) in …
I’m good at time-management and should be able to meet tight deadlines.
I coordinate well with fellow team members and other colleagues.
I’m equipped with … (problem-solving skills/organization skills)
Given my qualifications/work experience, I’m confident that I can meet the challenges ahead.
I enjoy meeting and working with different people whom I can always learn from.
I value every chance to learn new things and broaden my horizons.
I’m committed to doing my best in every job assigned to me.
I’m confident you’ll find me a valuable addition to your company.

 Requirements and qualities

 Useful expressions for an interviewARISTO
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 Environmental issues

Learning English through Social Issues

Environment

 Environmental concern groups

 Environmental protection

acid rain (n)
climatic change (n)
deforestation (n)
desertification (n)
ecosystem imbalance (n)
extinction of wildlife (n)
food chain imbalance (n)
global warming (n)

greenhouse effect (n)
loss of natural habitats (n)
ozone depletion (n)
pollution (n)
radiation (n)
renewable energy (n)
rise in sea level (n)
smog (n)

Environmental Campaign Committee
Environmental Protection Department
Green Power
World Wide Fund for Nature Hong Kong (WWF Hong Kong)

arouse the public’s awareness 
BYOB (bring your own bag)
clean up the environment
conserve the forests
educate the public
get rid of/avoid wasteful habits
maintain/improve quality of life

participate in tree planting activities 
reduce waste production
save the earth
save water, electricity and paper
take prompt action/act quickly
use environmentally-friendly products
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 Useful expressions

 People

Crime

reduce

buy only what you need
fix leaking (water) taps
have showers instead of running baths
keep your car well-maintained 
save boxes and packaging materials
save electricity

turn off lights when you leave a room
turn off the tap while brushing your teeth
use durable and long-lasting goods
use energy-saving (light) bulbs
wash only a full load when using the washing machine

reuse

bring your own shopping bags/use reusable 
shopping bags

donate old electronic appliances to charity
donate old or unused toys to charity/the needy

repair old furniture
reuse wrapping paper/gift wraps
use refillable pens
use reusable containers such as glass jars for storing food
write on both sides of a piece of paper

recycle

buy/use recycled products
collect paper that has been used on both sides 

for recycling
drain and clean containers before putting them 

into the recycle bins

flatten cardboard boxes and keep them clean and dry for 
recycling

separate bottles, aluminium cans and waste paper, and put 
them into the appropriate coloured recycle bins (brown, 
yellow and blue respectively)

burglar (n)
criminal (n)
hijacker (n)
hostage (n)
inspector (n)
judge (n)
jury (n) 
kidnapper (n)
lawyer (n)
murderer (n)

offender (n)
pickpocket (n)
robber (n)
shoplifter (n)
suspect (n)
terrorist (n)
thief (n) 
victim (n)  
witness (n)
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Criminal behaviour

 Others

 Internet crime

abuse (n)
arson (n)
assassination (n)
blackmail (n)
burglary (n)
domestic violence (n)
drink driving (n)
embezzlement (n)
(sexual) harassment (n)
hijacking (n) 

illegal abortion (n)
libel (n) 

manslaughter (n)

molestation (n)
murder (n)
organized crime (n)  
rape (n)/(v) 
robbery (n)
shooting at point-blank 

range (phr)
shoplifting (n) 
steal (v)
swindle (v)
terrorism (n)
theft (n)
(drug/weapon) trafficking/

smuggling (n) 
trespass (n)/(v)

arm (n)
arrest (v)
charge (v)
civil rights (n)
clue (n)
court (n)
death sentence/ 

penalty (n)
evidence (n)
guilty (adj)
handcuff (n)/(v)

hearing (n)
life sentence (n)
prison (n)
proof (n)
ransom (n)
release (v)     
sentence (n)/(v)
trial (n)
verdict (n)
weapon (n)

cracking (n)

credit card fraud (n)
cyber jacking (n)
cyber squatting (n)
cyber stalking (n)
cyber terrorism (n)
cyber vandalism (n)
fraud (n)

hack (v)
hacker (n)

identity theft (n)
illegal downloading (n)
scam (n)
software piracy (n)
spreading virus (phr)ARISTO
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Teen problems

Poverty

Learning English through Debating

Debate

bullying (n)
depression (n)
drinking problem/alcoholism/ 

alcohol addiction (n)
dropping out of school (phr)
drug abuse (n) 

examination pressure (n)
peer pressure (n)
relationship problems (n) 
smoking/tobacco/nicotine 

addiction (n)
stress (n)
study problems (n)

adjudicator (n)
anecdote (n)
anticipate (v)
argument (n)
assertion (n)
audience (n)
chairperson (n)
challenge (n)/(v)
controversial (adj)
definition (n)
elaboration (n)
evaluate (v)
evidence (n) 
explanation (n)
express (v)
fact (n)

gesture (n)
key points (n)
motion (n) 
opposition (n)
proposition (n)
quotation (n)
reassert (v)
rebuttal (n)
refute (v)
speech (n)
teamwork (n)
the Affirmative (n)
the Negative/Opposition (n)
timekeeper (n)
viewpoint (n)

basic necessity (n) 
Comprehensive Social Security 

Assistance Scheme (n)
debt (n)
dependency (n)
deprivation (n)
income disparity (n)
inequality (n)
low living standard (n)

malnutrition (n)
poverty line (n)
resources/wealth  

distribution (n)
social welfare (n)
underemployment (n)
unemployment (n)
working poverty/ 

working poor (n)
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Track and field events

 Useful expressions

Types of sports

Learning English through Sports Communication

Sports

air sports (n)
combat sports (n) 
competition sports (n)
dangerous sports (n)
endurance sports (n)
individual sports (n)
leisure/recreational sports (n)

motor sports (n)
nautical sports (n)
racket sports/ball games (n)
strength sports (n)
team sports (n)
triathlon (n)
winter sports (n)

discus throw (n)
hammer throw (n)
high jump (n)
hurdle (n)
javelin throw (n)
long distance race (n)
long jump (n)
pole vault (n) 
race walking (n)

relay (n)
shot put (n)
sprint (n)
standing high jump (n)
standing long jump (n)
standing triple jump (n)
steeplechase (n)   
triple jump (n)

a persuasive speech 
a quote used to support an assertion
bring forth new arguments
concluding speeches
defend/strengthen/refute an argument
effective use of non-verbal techniques
elaborate the points 
first/second affirmative speech
first/second negative speech
repetitive points 
sum up the key points
the argument is …
the winning team

He/She reinforces the key points in his/her second 
speech.

He/She uses a rhetorical question to introduce the topic.  
He/She uses evidence/statistics/a quotation to convince 

the audience and the judge. 
His/Her first argument is clear. 
The explanations are inadequate. 
The introduction drew my attention.
The speaker introduces the topic with a short anecdote. 
The speaker presents his/her speech effectively.
The speaker reasserts his/her stand.
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Spectator sports

Water sports

Extreme sports

X games

American football (n)
auto racing (n)
baseball (n)
basketball (n)
billiards/snooker (n)
bowling (n)
cricket (n)

football (n)
golf (n)
rugby (n)
squash (n)
tennis (n)
volleyball (n)
wrestling (n)

body boarding (n)
canoeing (n)
kite surfing (n)
rafting (n)
snorkelling (n)

surfing (n)
wakeboarding (n)
waterskiing (n)
windsurfing (n)

bungee jumping (n)
hang gliding (n)
ice climbing (n)
mountaineering (n)

rock climbing (n)
scuba diving (n)
skydiving (n)

freestyle BMX (n)
motocross (n)
rallying (n)
skateboarding (n)
skysurfing (n)

snowmobiling (n)
street luge (n)
supermoto (n)
superpipe (n)
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backhand/ forehand stroke
catch (a ball)
dive (in a pool)
glide (in the air)
hit (a ball)
kick (a ball)
lift (weights)
lunge (across a distance)
pass (a ball)

return (a tennis serve)
ride (the horse/the waves)
serve (the ball)
ski (down a slope)
speed (down a hill)
spin (in mid-air)
sprint (down the track)
throw (a javelin)
wrestle (an opponent)

 Sports events at Olympic Games

 Sports events at Winter Olympics

 Action verbs/phrases

aquatics 

diving (n)
swimming (n)

synchronized swimming (n)
water polo (n)

gymnastics 

artistic (n)
rhythmic (n)

trampolining (n)

triathlon 

cycling (n)
running (n)

swimming (n)

other events 

archery (n)
badminton (n)
boxing (n)
equestrian (n)
fencing (n)
field hockey (n)
flatwater canoeing (n)
handball (n)
judo (n)

marathon (n)
rowing (n)
sailing (n)
shooting (n)
slalom canoeing (n)
softball (n)
table tennis (n)
taekwondo (n)
weightlifting (n)

alpine skiing (n)
bobsleigh (n)
cross-country skiing (n)
figure skating (n)
freestyle skiing (n)
ice hockey (n)

luge (n)

skeleton (n)
ski jumping (n)
speed skating (n)
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Great athletes practise so they can do well at a meet.
He tried his best and came in at third place.
The spectators were disappointed with his performance today. 
It seems that he is still affected by his leg injury.
The runner pursed her lips as she tried to push her thoughts aside and focus on the game/race.
The hurdler shot off like a bolt of lightning.
Warm up before your race so you do not strain your muscles.
Morgan has recovered from his sprained ankle and is now back in tip-top shape.
Winning requires hard work and determination.
In a relay race, winning requires working well with others.
The champion triumphantly raised the trophy in the air.
After many failures, Tommy is finally crowned the champion.
The champion received his medal amid much fanfare. 
When you lose, do so graciously. Congratulate the winner. Do not become a sore loser.
With more perseverance, dedication and determination, I hope to win the race next time.
The team held back their tears as they learned about their defeat.
She exhibited great sportsmanship by shaking her opponents’ hands after the game.

 Others

 Useful expressions

amateur (n)
athlete (n)
backboard (n)
balance beam (n)
banner (n)
basket (n)
baton (n)
boxer (n)
champion (n)
cheer (n)/(v)
cheering crowd (n)
cheerleader (n)
closing ceremony (n)
corner flag (n)
cup (n)
determination (n)
diver (n)
diving board (n)
dribble (n)/(v)
eager spectators (n)
fan (n)
first runner-up/second place (n)
flag (n)
foil (n)
in tip-top/best shape/top form
jogging (n)
lane (bowling) (n)
lay-up (shot) (n)
lifeguard (n)

/

/

losing graciously (phr)
medal (n)
medallist (n)
monkey bars (n)
national anthem (n)
Olympic Flame (n)
opening ceremony (n)
parallel bars (n)
Paralympic Games (n)

perseverance (n)
podium (n)
pompom (n)
racket/racquet (n)
saber (n)
sandbag (n)
second runner-up/ 

third place (n)
shuttlecock (n)
slam dunk (n)
somersault (n)
spiked shoes (n)
sportsmanship (n)
stadium (n)
tears and sweat (n)
trophy (n)
vaulting horse (n)
war cry (n)
whistle (n)ARISTO
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 Stage

 Backstage

 Lighting

 Sound

Playscript

Learning English through Drama 

Drama

climax (n)
comedy (n)
dialogue (n)
improvisation (n)
location (n)
plot (n)
scene (n)

script (n)
setting (n)
stage direction (n)
stage door (n)
storyline (n)
time (n)
title (n)
tragedy (n)

curtain (n)
cyclorama (n)
downstage (n)
orchestra pit (n)
props (n)
scenery (n)
set (n)

smoke generator (n)
stage left (n)
stage right (n)
trap/trap door/ 

stage trap (n)
upstage (n)
wings (n)

costumes (n)
dressing room (n)
make-up (n)

rehearsal room (n)
storeroom (n)
wardrobe room (n)

blackout (n)
dimmers (n)

floodlight (n)
spotlight (n)

fade in (n)
fade out (n)

voice-over (n)

Language arts
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author/writer (n)
book critic (n)

bookseller (n)
editor (n)

action-packed (adj)
basic elements (n)
character (n)
climax (n)
complication (n)
conclusion (n)
conflict (n)
dialogue (n)
fast-paced (adj)
narrator (n)

opening (n)
point of view (POV) (n)

(n)
(n)

(n)
problem (n)
resolution (n)
setting (n)
theme (n)

adventure (n)
autobiography (n)
biography (n)
detective story (n)
fairy tale (n)
fantasy (n)
historical novel (n)

horror (n)
literature (n)
myth (n)
philosophical novel (n)
satire (n)
science fiction (n)

reserve tickets in advance
impressive sound effects
a happy/realistic/sad ending
an inspiring story
The actors/actresses are highly professional.

The audience claps/warmly applauds.
The director/actor/actress has outdone himself/herself.
The drama was performed in an open theatre.
The plot/storyline is similar to/different from his/her previous work.
There was never a boring moment.

 People

 Genres

 Plot structure

 Useful expressions

Learning English through Short Stories

 People

Short Stories

actor/actress (n)
audience (n)
audition (n)
backstage crew (n)
cast (n)/(v)

character (n)
director (n)

/

/

facial expression (n)
narrator (n)
scriptwriter (n)
set designer (n)
stagehands (n)

stage manager (n)
supporting actor/actress (n)
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touch 

gently (adv)
prick (v)
prickly (adj)
rough (adj)
shiver (v)

shock (n)/(v)
smooth (adj)
soft (adj)
tightly (adv)
tingle (v)

smell

powerfully (adv)
pungent (adj)
smell (n)/(v)
smelly (adj)

sniff (n)/(v)
strong (adj)
sweetly (adv)

taste

bitter (adj)
lick (v)
salty (adj)

sour (adj)
sweet (adj)
taste (n)/(v)

an easy read (n)
be engrossed/absorbed  

in a book
bedtime reading (n)

can’t put the book down
compulsive reading (n)
flick/skim through a book
leisure reading (n)

Comics and leisure reading

 Words for senses

 Talking about books

Content

Learning English through Poems and Songs

Learning English through Popular Culture

Poems and Songs

acrostic poem (n)
alliteration (n)
assonance (n)
critique (n)
figurative language (n)
imagery (n)
irony (n)
line break (n)
literal meaning (n)
message (n)
metaphor (n)
metre (n)
narrator (n)
nursery rhyme (n)

onomatopoeia (n)
persona (n)
personification (n)
poet (n)
poetic (adj)
repetition (n)
rhyme (n)
rhyme scheme (n)
simile (n)
sonnet (n)
stanza/verse (n)
stress (n)
symbol (n)
theme (n)
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 Useful expressions

 Cyberspeak

IT

 Technology and gadgets

His/Her loyal fans will be over the moon with/not be disappointed with his/her latest novel.
The latest book by my favourite author is a big disappointment. She/He seems to have lost touch with what  

is happening in the real world.
Gloria is romantic at heart. She likes reading romance novels.
I love reading ghost stories because I enjoy a good scare without having to get into any real danger.
I find science fiction entertaining and gripping because it allows me to escape from reality and enter a world  

that is beyond my wildest dreams.
She loves reading detective stories because she likes solving puzzles and mysteries.

blog (weblog) (n)
blogger (n)
blogroll (n)
egosurfing (n)

FAQ (frequently asked 
question) (n)

flamer (n)

gamer (n)

hacker (n)
(black-hat) hacking (n)

instant messenger (n)
keypal (n)
moblogging (mobile 

blogging) (n)
net friend (n)
newbie (n)

nickname (n)
phish (v)

phreak (v)

podcast (n)

4G (n)
bluetooth (n)
bluetooth dongle (n)
broadband access (n) 
computer maintenance 

service (n)
digital camera (n)
download (v)
email (n)
Facebook (n)

Google Maps (n)
iPhone (n) 

iPod (n)

laptop (computer) (n)
mobile phone (n)
MP3 player (n) 
netbook (n)
online chatting (n)
smartphone (n)
tablet (computer) (n)
upload (v)
video game console (n)
VR headset (n) 
Wi-Fi (n)
Wikipedia 

World Wide Web (www)
YouTube (n)
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 Useful expressions

 Film

Entertainment

film reviews

This is an extraordinary film with a very engaging plot and a sad/happy/surprising/an exciting ending/finale.
This nail-biting thriller will keep you at the edge of your seat.
This is a wonderful film with a stellar cast and fine acting.
The whole plot/storyline is contrived and unconvincing. Moreover, the acting is poor and uninspiring. 
This is an excellent film and I highly recommend it!
This film is a romantic comedy set in the future/set in 17th century France.
This movie has amazing costumes and wonderful sets.

pop idols

He needs to work on his acting as well as his singing skills.
She is a talented actress. Her great acting skills are evident in her latest role as an empress.
She is a great dancer with a good/magnificent singing voice to match.
He is a good/great/talented actor with stunning good looks.
She is unbelievably humble, even though she is a famous/successful movie star.
His latest single topped the charts again.
This is undoubtedly her most successful album.
In my opinion, she is one of the greatest pop singers/artists in Hong Kong.

film genre

adventure/action (n)
comedy (n)
dark comedy (n)
horror (n)

romance (n)
romantic comedy (n)
science fiction (n)
thriller/suspense (n)

film set/related jobs

art director (n)
assistant director (n)
choreographer (n)
director (n)
director of photography (n)
dolly (n)
dolly track (n)
dressing room (n)
fan (n)
fight choreographer (n)
film/movie star (n)
film/movie/television studio (n)

gaffer/head electrician (n)

grip (n)
hairstylist (n)
make-up artist (n)
make-up room (n)
mirror (n)
private dressing room (n)
reflector (n)
sound designer (n)
stalker (n)
still photographer (n)
stuntman/stuntwoman (n)

wardrobe room (n)
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 Clothing and accessories

 Useful expressions

 Street food and snacks

 Useful expressions

Food

beef ball (n)
chicken wing (n)
claypot rice (n)
crepe (n) 
dumpling (n)
egg tart (n)
fish ball (n)
fish balls and lettuce in soup (n)

imitation shark fin soup (n)
octopus ball (n)
poon choi (n)
spring roll (n)
turnip cake (n)
waffle (n)
wonton (n)

get the munchies 
grab a bite to eat
have a good appetite
melt in one’s mouth

spoil one’s appetite
turn one’s stomach
whet one’s appetite
work up an appetite

ankle-length skirt (n)
beaded necklace (n)
clutch bag (n)
knee-length skirt (n)
knitted bag (n)
flat shoes (n)
floor-length skirt (n)
flowery hair band (n)
leather belt (n)

miniskirt (n)
open-toed sandals (n)
ruffled blouse (n)
sequin bag (n)
shoulder bag (n)
sleeveless sweater (n)
sparkling diamond bracelet (n)
turtleneck sweater (n)

This pair of jeans looks good on you.
I don’t like bell-bottom trousers. They look terrible on me!
I think these trousers look silly/smart/cool.
I prefer wearing tracksuits to jackets and trousers because they are more comfortable.
The trousers are too loose/tight. They keep falling down/are very uncomfortable to wear.
I like to wear denim skirts. They are smart, fashionable and comfortable. 
I hate having to decide what to wear early in the morning. It’s torture!

Fashion
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 Travel

 Useful expressions

Culture

accent (n)
city tour (n)
communication problem (n)
cross-cultural understanding (n)
cultural difference (n)
cultural diversity (n)
culture shock (n)

cultural visit (n)
excursion (n)
eye-opening experience (n)
foreigner (n)
sightseeing (n)
social habit (n)

I joined some cultural tours to learn more about German culture and customs.
I went to Munich for Oktoberfest – the world’s largest beer festival, where thousands of people  

came to enjoy the festivities.
I got to know people from around the world.
I will never forget the magnificent scenery I saw there.
The trip broadened my horizons and enriched my understanding of other cultures.
Winter in Finland is totally different from that in Hong Kong. It snows nearly every day.

comments on food

It is widely believed that eating healthily can help prevent cancer.
Maintaining a well-balanced diet is the key to healthiness/good health.
Sugary foods and drinks can rot our teeth/are bad for our teeth.
Eating too much oily and fatty food can lead to obesity.
We should avoid eating processed food too often because it is less nutritious than fresh food.
Heavy drinking can increase the chance of developing various cancers.
These peanuts are too salty for me. I’d like some lightly salted ones.
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   Rhetorical questions

   Rhetorical questions can be used in argumentative or persuasive writing to make your 
writing more persuasive. 

DO NOT use too many rhetorical questions as it may overkill.

    Do students benefit from flag selling? Undoubtedly they do, as they are  
learning about …

You can use a rhetorical question to introduce an argument or a counter argument. 

It can be an open or a closed question.

Note: substantiate a counter argument with facts and/or findings from 
authorities that refute the argument and support your point of view. This will 
make your argument even more persuasive.

  Counter arguments

   When you are brainstorming, include counter arguments.

    On drink-driving: a new maximum penalty of 10 years’ imprisonment is not enough 
to defer drink-driving and therefore, should be increased. 

    (for)    Drink-drivers know they might kill someone and they still drive;  
their culpability is no less than that of murderers.

   (against)  When you are drunk and drive your car, the intention is not to  
kill but to attempt to drive to your destination. If you happen to  
hit someone along the journey and that person is killed, that is  
an accident.

20. Argumentative/Persuasive Writing – language devices (1 of 2) 

When you are writing an argumentative text, use the following devices to add impact to your writing:

  rhetorical questions  counter arguments  

  rule of 3  alliteration  

  ‘we/you’ approach  linking words  
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Note: alliteration is very effective in speeches and debates.

To start
Firstly
To begin with
In the first place

EXAMPLES linking words

To add new ideas
Secondly
What is more
Furthermore

Also
Moreover
In addition

To end
Finally
To sum up
To conclude
In conclusion

  Alliteration

   Alliteration means repeating the same sound at the beginning of words. 

     It is disturbing, and disappointing that some students still try and cheat  
in public examinations.

   When we are walking along a busy street, we should …

   If you would like to make a difference to society, you could …

20. Argumentative/Persuasive Writing – language devices (cont’d – 2 of 2)

    It is disturbing, upsetting and shocking that some students still try and  
cheat in public examinations.

  Rule of 3

   If you are giving an example with adjectives, try and use three adjectives together. 
Using three adjectives together has added impact and is more persuasive.

  ‘We/You’ approach

   If you are trying to be persuasive, you should ‘talk’ to your audience, i.e. your reader.  
Use ‘we’ and ‘you’ in your writing to make it more personal and persuasive.    

  Linking words

  Linking words help present your ideas logically.
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21. Support for Paper 4 (Speaking) (1 of 3) 

 Communicative functions with corresponding suggested language

Encouraging others to join a discussion

   Asking for ideas and/or opinions 

   Do you agree, (Candidate A)?
   What do you think?
   How/What about …? 
   How does that sound (to you)?
   Can you think of anything else?
   (Are there) any other suggestions? 
   Do you have any other ideas/suggestions? 
   Which one do you think is better? … or …?

    Giving encouragement

    Good point.
   I like your idea.
   That’s a good idea.
   You’re right/That’s true.
    I hadn’t thought of that. Good point!

Asking others to speak up

   Politely asking someone to speak up

    I’m sorry, I didn’t catch that. Could you speak up, please?
   I’m sorry, but I can’t hear you. Could you speak a little louder, please?
   Sorry, would you mind speaking a little louder, please?
    I wasn’t able to hear that. Would you mind speaking a little louder?

Interrupting politely

   Interrupting politely

    Excuse me, may I interrupt?
   Excuse me, may I jump in here? 
    I suggest …
    Would you mind if I made a quick suggestion?
   I’m sorry to interrupt, but …
   Excuse me, but I wonder what other group members think about this.
    … if I could make a suggestion/ask a quick question. 

What to say when you cannot remember a word 

   Asking others for help 

   Do you know the word for …?
   You know (give explanation/description here)? What is it called in English? 
   I’m not sure how to say this in English. Do you know what the word is?
   I’ve forgotten how to say this in English. Do you know what the word is?

    Rephrasing what you are trying to say

    (explanation/description). Do you know what I mean? 
   What I mean is …  
   What I’m trying to say is …
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21. Support for Paper 4 (Speaking) (cont’d – 2 of 3)

Keeping the discussion on track

     Refocusing the discussion

     I’m sorry,
    Excuse me,
    I’m sorry to interrupt,  
    That’s a good point/idea,

Moving on to the next point

     Moving on to the next point

     Well, 
   Okay, 
   All right,

Self-correcting

     Self-correcting

     (explanation). That’s what I meant.
    Oh sorry, I didn’t explain that well. What I meant was …
     Oh sorry, I don’t think I expressed myself quite like I hoped. 
     What I meant to say was …

Changing stance

     Changing your stance

     I (can) see your point.
    You have a good point.

    Actually, 

Persuading others to accept your suggestion

     Persuading others politely

     (But) I really think that …
    Wouldn’t it be better if …?
    I think you could say that, but don’t you think …?
    I see what you’re saying, but what if we …?
     I think you may have a point there/are right to say that, but have you thought about/considered …?

(but) I think we should be talking about …

(but) let’s not stray too far away from the topic.

I think we’re getting a bit off track. Let’s return to … 

(but) we’re getting a bit side tracked – let’s refocus.

let’s move on to …

shall we move on to the next point?

I think we’ve covered that point. Let’s move on.

I don’t think there’s anything more to say on this point. 
 Why don’t we …?

I think there’s nothing more about this point to discuss. 
 Perhaps we could now discuss …

moving on. Let’s talk about …

your suggestion is better.
I hadn’t considered/thought about/of that. 
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Responding to interruptions

    Responding to interruptions

    I’m sorry. Before you continue, I’d just like to say …
    Excuse me, could I just finish my point first?
    Going back to what I was saying …
    I’m sorry, may I finish what I was saying?

Being polite

   Polite expressions to disagree or interrupt

   Perhaps … 
   I’m sorry, but …
   I’m afraid I disagree … 
   Would you mind …? 
   Excuse me, could I …
   Do you think that …?
   I’m sorry, but have you considered …?

   Polite, positive expressions

    That’s brilliant!
   (That’s a) good point.
   Thanks for your help. 
   What a great idea/suggestion!
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